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NULU QUIDEM MIHI SATIS BRUDITI VIDENTUR, QC1BUS 
NOSTRA IGNOTA SUNT. Cicbho d* legi&us. 



THE TRIADS.— No. VI. 
TRIADS OF THE ISLE OF BRITAIN*. 

XXV. 

Th E three Arrant Traitors of the Isle of Britain : Avarwy, 
the son of Lludd, the son of Beli the Great, who invited Iwl Cai- 
sar and the men of Rome into this island, and caused the oppres- 
sion of the Romans; that is, he and his men gave themselves as 
conductors to the men of Rome, receiving treasure of gold and 
silver from them every year. And in consequence it became a 
compulsion on the men of this island to pay three thousand of 
silver yearly as a tribute to the men of Rome, until the time of 
Owain, the son of Macsen Wledig, when he refused that tribute; 
and, under pretence of being contented therewith, the men of 
Rome drew the best men of the Isle of Britain, capable of being 
made men of war, to the country of Aravia, and other far coun- 
tries, and they returned not back. And the men of Rome, that 
were in the Isle of Britain, went into Italy, so that there were of 
them only women and little children left behind ; and in that way 
the Britons were weakened, so that they were unable to resist 
oppression and conquest, for want of men and strength. The se- 
cond was Gwrtheyrn Gwrthenau, who, after killing Constantine 
the Blessed, and seizing the crown of the island, through treason 
and lawlessness, first invited the Saxons into this island, as his 
defenders, and married Alis Ronwen, the daughter of Hengist, 
and gave the crown of the island to the son he had by her, whose 
name was Gotta, and on that account it is that the kings of Lon- 
don are called children of Alis. Thus by the conduct of Gwrtheyrn 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. ii. p. 68, Tr. 21—23, 

voi. r. 2d 
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the Cymty lost their lands and their privilege and their crown in 
Lloegr. The third was Medrawd, the son of Llew, the son of 
Cynvarch; for, when Arthur left the crown of the Isle of Britain 
in his custody, whilst he went against the Emperor in Rome, then 
Medrawd took the crown from Arthur through treason and seduc- 
tion ; and, so that he might preserve it, he confederated with the 
Saxons, and by reason thereof the Cymry lost the crown of 
Lloegr, and the sovereignty of the Isle of Britain. 

[The events, of which this Triad treats, are so fully detailed, 
as to require but little illustration. And this becomes the less ne- 
cessary as the same occurrences were noticed, though not with the 
same minuteness, in the last Number of theCAMBRO-BitrroN*. 
An additional opportunity, however, presents itself here to refer 
to the confirmation, which these memorials receive from the an- 
cient Classical and other writers. The tribute, above mentioned to 
have been paid by the Britons, is expressly noticed by Caesar, 
who, in speaking of his departure from the island after his second 
invasion, has the following passage : — " Obsides imperat, et quid 
" in annos singulos vectigalis populo Romano Britannia pende- 
" ret constituit; interdicit atque imperat Cassivellauno, ne Man. 
" dubratio neu Trinobantibus bellum faciat -f" This extract 
furnishes also another proof of the treacherous conduct of Avar- 
wy, or Mandubratius, as imputed to him in the Triads. — A short 
notice respecting Gwrtheyrn, or Vortigern, was given in a former 
Number J; and, with respect to the action here related of him, 
although passed in silence by some ancient authors §, it is parti- 
cularly detailed by Nennius, who describes Hengist as having 
inveigled Vortigern into this marriage while under the influence of 
intoxication, and as having obtained from him in consideration of 
it the Province of Kent. — Constantine the Blessed, in Welsh 
Cystennyn, appears in the British Chronicle as the 80th King of 



* Seep. 1*71, Triail xxiv. and the Annotations. 

t Kelt. Gall. lib. v. e. 22. 

1 No. 2, p, 51. 

( ; Among those, who ascribe the conquest of the Britons to force and net 
aitiliue, are Gildas, Bedc, and the writer of the Saxon Chronicle, who make 
no mention whatever of Alis Romven, called by the Saxons Rowena. Or 
the other hand, the account, as transmitted by the Triad and Nennius, is 
a!so detailed by William of Af almesbiiry and Caradog of Llancarfan. Ar<! 
they have been followed by Humphrey Llwyd, Camden, and Verstegan. 
Thus, the balance of authorities seems to be in favour of the tradition above 
recorded. 



THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 203 

Britain about the year 390, when the Roman dominion in this 
country was fast approaching to its close. There is a church in 
Arvon, dedicated to Cysfennyn. — It may be proper to mention 
here, that two other copies of this Triad are preserved in the 
Archaiology *, one much more diffuse than this, and differing from 
it in some particulars, and the other considerably shorter than 
either.] 

xxvi. The three Secret Treasons of the Isle of Britain : first, 
the betraying of Caradawg, the son of Bran, by Aregwedd 
Voedawg, the daughter of Avarwy, the son of Lludd, and deli- 
vering Him a captive to the Romans ; the betraying of Arthur by 
Iddawg Corn Prydain, who divulged his plan ; and the betray- 
ing of the Prince Gruffydd, the son of Llewelyn, by Madawg 
Min. And from these three treasons there followed complete 
subjection of the nation of the Cy mry : and nothing but treachery 
could have subdued them. 

[An allusion was made in Triad xxn. in the last Number to the 
" Secret Treason," here ascribed to Aregwedd Voeddawg : 
and we find the same account given by Tacitus, if indeed 
Aregwedd and Cartismandua be the same person f- The 
historian, in describing the conduct of Caradawg or Carac- 
tacus after his defeat by Ostorius, says, " Cum fidem Car- 
" tismandua;, regina? Brigantum, pctivisset vinctus ac vic- 
" toribus traditus est nono post anno quam bellum in Bri- 
" tannia coeptum J." — The treachery of Iddawg Corn Pry- 
dain was noticed in the last Number. — Madawg Min, here men- 
tioned, was Bishop of Bangor in the beginning of the eleventh 
century. The treasonable action, recorded of him in this Triad, 
is not the only one, with which his memory has been charged : he 
is also accused of having, by his treacherous artifices, occasioned 
the death of Llewelyn ab Sitsyllt, father of Gruffydd.] 

xxvii. The three Brave Sovereigns of the Isle of Britain : 
Cynvelyn Wledig ; Caradawg, the son of Bran ; and Arthur. 
That is, they vanquished their enemies, so that, except through 
treachery and plotting, they could not be overcome. 

* Vol. ii. p. 4, and 19. 

f It has been before remarked (No. 5, p. 169), that there is no resem- 
blance between the names of Aregwedd Voeddawg and Cartismandua, 
while there is a strong affinity between the former and Boadicea. How. 
ever, the circumstances, related of Cartismandua by Tacitus, seem to ac- 
cord exactly with those it cribed by taju Triads to Aregwedd. 

J Annal. Lib. xii. c. 36. 
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[Cynvelyn Wledig, mentioned in the British Chronicle as the 
68th King of Britain, is the Cunohelinus of the Roman writers. 
He mos* probably succeeded Mandubratius as Chief of the 
Trinobantes, and he also governed the Novantes and Cassii. The 
conquests, made by this Prince, rendered him the most powerful 
in the southern part of Britain, and well entitle him to the epithet 
bestowed upon him by this Triad. He died about A. D. 40, 
leaving, according to Suetonius, three sons, but, according to the 
British History, two only, Gwydyr and Gweirydd. It was the re- 
fusal by the former of these to pay the customary tribute to the 
Romans, that is said to have occasioned the invasion of this island 
by Claudius. It had been punctually discharged by Cynvelyn. — 
There are few, to whom the name of Arthur is not familiar. But 
the Arthur, commemorated above, is a very different character 
from the hero of Romance of the same name, and who performs 
so important a part in the Mabinogion, although they are gene- 
rally confounded together in the popular account. The Arthur 
of history, who perhaps took his appellation from the other, was 
the son of Meirig, a Prince of Glamorgan, in the beginning of the 
sixth century. About the year 517 he was called by the States 
of Britain to the supreme command, for the purpose of opposing 
the Saxons, whom, according to Nennius, he defeated in twelve 
battles. His successful career, however, was at length brought 
to a close by the treachery of Medrawd, already recorded, which 
produced, in 542, the battle of Camlan, so fatal to the Britons, 
and which terminated at once the life and the glory of Arthur. 
This chieftain is celebrated by Taliesin, Merddin, and Llywarch, 
who were his cotemporaries.] 

xxviii. The three primary Battle Princes of the Isle of Britain : 
Casswallawn, the son of Beli ; Gweirydd, the son of Cynvelyn 
Wledig; and Caradawg, the son of Bran, the son of Llyr of 
Barbarous Speech. 

[An account has already been given, in the course of these il- 
lustrations, of the chieftains, who form the subject of this Triad.] 
XXIX. The three Fair Princes of the Isle of Britain : Rhun, 
the son of Maelgwn, Owain, the son of Urien, and Rhuvon 
Bevr, the son of Dewrarth Wledig. 

[Rhun succeeded his father Maelgwn as nominal Sovereign of 
the Britons, and reigned over Gwynedd from 560 to 586 : he 
will be found described in another Triad as one of the Golden- 
banded Sovereigns of Britain.— Owain was cotemporary with 
Rhnn, and is commemorated elsewhere as owner of one of 
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the three steeds of desperation. — Rhuvon Bevr was likewise of 
the same period. In another Triad* he is called Rhuawn Bevr, the 
*on of Dorarth Wledig. He fell in battle, and his body is said 
to have been purchased by its weight in gold, for which reason 
he is also recorded a* one of the three golden corpses. Hywel, 
son of Owain Gwynedd, has the following lines on this Prince : — 

Ton wen orewyn a orwlych bedd ; 

Gwyddva Rhuvon Bevr, ben teyrnedd f.] 
xxx. The three Plebeian Princes of the Isle of Britain : 
Gwriad, the son of Gwrien, in the North ; Cadavael, the son of 
Cynvedw, in Gwynedd; and Hyvaidd Hir, the son of Saint 
Bleiddan, in M organ wg. That is, sovereignty was given them 
for their renowned exploits and virtuous qualities. 

[These three Princes lived also during the sixth century, a 
period which appears to have been pregnant with men of renown, 
whether as Princes or Poets. Gwriad bore a part in the famous 
battle of Cattraeth, which forms the subject of the Gododin. — 
Cadavael, who had the surname of Wyllt or Wild, is consigned 
to disgrace by another Triad, as having, inflicted one of the 
" three heinous hatchet blows," whereby he caused the death 
of Iago ab Beli, Sovereign of Gwynedd. In other copies of 
this triad Gwriad and Hyvaidd are described somewhat dif- 
ferently %. Bpt this is a circumstance in no way affecting the 
genera) authenticity of these ancient documents. On the 
contrary, the trivial variations, which they occasionally ex- 
hibit, remove all suspicion as to any forgery ojr contrivance in 
their compilation. There are three copies of the Historical Triads 
preserved in the Archaiology.] 
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Nothing is godliness, but compassion towards all life and being 
Nothing is wisdom, but a refraining from worldliness : 
Nothing is a blessing, but reason and health : 
Nothing is love, but equity : 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. ii. p. 6. 

•f " A white wave, mantled with foam, sprays OTer a grave, 
The tomb of Rhuvon the Fair, chief of prince?.'.' 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. ii. p. 17 and 2'2. 
$ M. vol. iii. p. IT. 



